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"Hational Division” '

The Lithusnian lst ¥ational Division wae incorporated into the Ruasizn Army in
1941, together with the entire Lithuenisn Army. It was roorganized and brought
to full strength. The lst Natlonal Division was made up of Lithuenisn refugees
who bad fled from Lithuania at the approach of the German armies in the summer
of 1541l. Lithuanian officers wers in charge and commands were given in Lith-
ueanian, Russien officers were only on the staff of the commanding general.

The Netional Division was used on the Russisn central front at oritioal points,
for defense, as well as for ettack. Its neme was mentioned repeatedly in
Russian Army reports, partioularly in reports concerning the battles uear Orel
end Rursk, where it withsiood the German onslsught.

In 1944, the 1st Rational Divislon eutersd Lithumnia and participated in the
battles in the Memel area. In the beginning of 1945, a second division was
Ret Up. :

Although slmost ths entirs Division was made up of Lithuenlans, there were some
detachments whizh comprised Russiens ouly. These were the so-oalled “zegra-
ditelnii otradl " (Security detaclments) of the "osobi otdel” (special detsche
ments ) which existed mot only in the Lithuaniasn Divisions, but in all other
Rusgian divisions. The security detschments were entrusted with keeping up
the morale of the iroeps -- by means of armed force, if mecessary. They were,
as a rule, steationasd directly behind the fromt lines, and made sure thst no
soldior tried to escape. Once av order had bwen given that a certain position
must be held under sll ocircumsatances, there wos no chance of escepe or retreat.
The troope were wedged in betwsen the bullets of the ensmy and those of the
security detaclments in the rear. During the bsttle, the woundsd were inspect-
ed, end any soldier found to be mslingering had the choice of returning to the
front lines or of being shot on the spet. This explains why the troops fought
to the last men even in the most desperate situations.

The men were at times so poorly mourished that they suffered from a contimual
gnawing hunger. The schnapps retion of 200 gr. was always svailable refore
battle, howeveyr.
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